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they  appeared  to  be  all  at  tire  same  stage  of  development,  he  regarded 
not  as  inspired  particles  of  stone,  but  as  the  remains  of  a  healed  acute 
miliary  tuberculosis.  Burkart  also  reports  from  two  autopsies  on 
emphysematous  subjects  that  the  lungs  were  covered  with  small 
calcified  and  chalky  white  miliary  tubercles  which  shone  like  mother- 
,  of-pearl. 

Clinically,  also,  a  number  of  cases  have  been  observed  that  could 
be  regarded  as  cases  of  recovery  from  acute  miliary  tuberculosis; 
but  as  the  incurability  was  held  as  an  axiom  and  no  absolutely  diag¬ 
nostic  signs  of  miliary  tuberculosis  were  known  before  the  discovery 
of  the  tubercle  bacillus,  cases  of  apparent  recovery  were  never  quite 
free  from  the  objection  that  there  might  have  been  an  error  in  diag¬ 
nosis;  and,  as  Wunderlich  pointed  out,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
many  a  physician,  who  had  been  convinced  that  his  diagnosis  was 
well  founded,  when  recovery  later  took  place  would  begin  to  vacillate 
and  ultimately  upset  his  own  diagnosis. 

In  view  of  these  facts  Sticker’s  observation  is  worth  recording. 
He  reports  a  case  of  severe  miliary  tuberculosis,  proved  to  be  such  by 
repeated  demonstration  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  blood,  in  which  not 
only  the  bacilli  disappeared — that  might  be  explained  in  some  other 
way — but  in  which  improvement  actually  took  place,  although  later 
the  disease  became  converted  into  phthisis.  Why  should  acute 
miliary  tuberculosis  be  incurable,  since  tuberculous  meningitis,  which 
was  formerly  regarded  as  absolutely  fatal,  is  curable,  as  some  of  the! 
older  observations  suggest  with  a  strong  degree  of  probability  (Dujar-J 
din-Beaumetz,  Piilliet  and  Barthez,  Schwalbe,  and  others)  and  the j 
cases  of  Freyhan  and  Henkel  indubitably  prove? 

Freyhan  reports  a  case  from  the  Fiirbringer  Hospital,  in  which 
the  tuberculous  nature  of  the  meningitis  was  established  beyond  a 
doubt  by  the  finding  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  cerebrospinal  fluid 
obtained  by  puncture,  and  which  nevertheless  ended  in  recovery. 

Henkel  observed  a  boy  ten  years  old  with  a  tuberculous  meningitis, 
in  whom  the  diagnosis  was  also  established  by  bacteriologic  exami¬ 
nation,  and  who  recovered  with  some  intellectual  deficiency  as  the 
residuum  of  his  disease. 

Theoretically,  there  is  no  serious  objection  to  the  possibility  of 
1  ecovery  from  a  miliary  tuberculosis.  Granted  the  possibility  of  a 
single  tubercle  becoming  encapsulated,  as  has  been  abundantly 
proved,  through  inflammatory  reaction  produced  by  the  proteins 
and  undergoing  absorption,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  identical 

_in  1G0  or  1000  or  even  more  independent 


WM.  F.  FELL  COMPANY 

PRINTERS 
1220-1224  SANSOM  ST 
PHILADELPHIA 


Messrs.  S.  H»  &  H. 
1548  Pine  St. 


Ohapiiian, 


Pliila.,  Pa 


